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$55,000 Raised at 10th Annual Gala for Young Women Battling Cancer
April 14, 2016


Toronto, Ontario 

Pink Pearl Foundation

On Friday, April 8, Pink Pearl Foundation hosted its 10th annual Black and White with a Touch of Pink with hundreds of guests in attendance at Berkeley Church in Toronto. This one-of-a-kind event successfully raised $55,000 to provide support for young women battling cancer across southern Ontario. Michelle Dubé, Co-Anchor, CTV Toronto, returned as honourary host for the evening.
“Pink Pearl Foundation provides a safe environment for young women to connect and build relationships, to learn, and most importantly, to be themselves,” said Michelle Dubé. “Friday was a very special evening that raised important funds and showed strong support for the Foundation. Congratulations on 10 years of raising funds to help young women in their fight against cancer.” 
Pink Pearl Foundation was conceived by 31-year-old ovarian cancer survivor Elise Gasbarrino. While undergoing cancer treatment in her early twenties, Elise felt certain elements were missing from her experience—a way to connect with women her age facing the same issues, and a means for them to conquer their issues together. Her vision transformed into Pink Pearl Foundation, a not-for-profit organization made up of more than 30 dedicated volunteers, focused on bringing together young women affected by cancer through a network of peer support and innovative programs.  
“Friday evening marked 10 years of Black and White fundraising galas. That’s 10 years of the community coming together for a cause so important to me and all the women of Pink Pearl Foundation,” said Elise Gasbarrino. “Thank you to our new and continued supporters who helped successfully raise $55,000 this year! We are a group run only by volunteers who continually aim to make a big difference by directly providing support services for young women with cancer.” 
Black and White with a Touch of Pink presented an unforgettable experience for guests in attendance, building its network of support, raising funds and spreading awareness about the innovative programs and retreats delivered by Pink Pearl Foundation.
Event Highlights
· Crane Supply presented Pink Pearl Foundation with a generous donation of $20,000. 

· Pink Pearl Foundation awarded two $1,000 post-secondary scholarships to Maddie Jenkins (age 23) and Adrianna Lombardo (age 18). The Foundation considered applicants that are involved in their community; are attending a post-secondary institution; and are diagnosed with cancer. 

· Guests were privileged to listen to one young woman’s story of living with cancer and the positive impact the Foundation has recently made on her life.

“Pink Pearl Foundation, thank you for just getting it. And thank you for creating much-needed safe spaces for young women with cancer to encourage, inspire and equip one another,” said Julia Bayer, Program Participant, Pink Pearl Foundation. “I am so grateful to be part of it.”
About Pink Pearl Foundation

Pink Pearl Foundation provides support, facilitates connections and empowers young women who are courageously working through the social and emotional challenges of cancer. Originating in the Niagara Region, the Foundation has successfully raised nearly $250,000 to date, providing effective programming for women, between the ages of 18 and 40, battling cancer of any type. Continual programming for participants currently includes: day-long and over-night wellness retreats; ask-the-expert health information sessions; and in-hospital support packages. 

In 2015, Pink Pearl Foundation reached new heights in terms of expanding its network of peer supporters to the Greater Toronto Area, raising funds and spreading awareness about the innovative programs and retreats offered. This year, the Foundation will continue to expand its reach and implement Toronto-based support and programming.
Pink Pearl Foundation appreciates the continued support it receives from its partners, donors and the community!  
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